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March 6, 2019 

Ash Wednesday Communion Service 7:00 p.m. 
 

Prelude 

Ringing of the Church Bells 

Announcements 
 

L When the days drew near for him to be taken up, Jesus set his face to 

go to Jerusalem to die on the cross for us. 

C So we set our faces to the cross of Christ this Ash Wednesday, and 

there we face our sins. 

 
 

L Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are 

under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole 

world may be held accountable to God. For by works of the law no 

human being
 
will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes 

knowledge of sin. 

C The Law makes us face our sins head on, and we come to the 

cross of Christ confessing. 

 
 

L For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

C We face our sins this day. 

 
 

L But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the 

 law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the 

 righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 

C We who have faced our sins and confessed them, are now 

forgiven. 

 
 

L We are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 

in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, 

to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, 

because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It 

was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be 

just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

C We thank you, Jesus, for facing the cross and facing our sins for 

us.  

 

 Amen. 



Opening Hymn #439 – “What A Friend We Have In Jesus” 

 
 

P Gracious Lord, ashes remind us of our human frailty and mortality. 

You are eternal, but we are limited in our days. Someday we will return 

to dust and ashes. You remind us of this in your Word. 

C Dust we are and to dust we shall return. (Genesis 3:19, Psalm 90:3) 

 

 

P Ashes speak of condemnation for sin. When Adam fell into sin, 

judgment and death came to all. Since we all are born into sin we are 

marked for death and ashes. 

C Dust we are and to dust we shall return. 

 

 

P Ashes speak of our total dependence upon you, O God. We are but 

frail human beings who must rely upon you, Father. We think we are 

capable of taking care of ourselves and make our own plans for 

greatness. However, so often these plans fail and crumble into ashes.  

C Dust we are and to dust we shall return. 

 

 

P Ashes speak of our humiliation and repentance. As people in the Bible 

humbled themselves and expressed their repentance and mourning in the 

signs of sackcloth and ashes, we also humble ourselves before you, O 

God, as we ask you to forgive our sins through Jesus Christ, our Lord. As 

we repent we put on dust and ashes.  

C Dust we are and to dust we shall return. 

 

 

P People of God, as we see the meaning of ashes and dust for us as 

Christians, we now make our earnest confession unto the Lord.  

C Almighty God, you have always warned your people against 

trusting in false gods. We are sinful and this nature has given birth 

to sinful deeds: things we have done and things we have left undone. 

We are but dust and ash of the ground and we deserve nothing more 

than to return to the dust. Though we deserve your stern judgment, 

but for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, Forgive and renew us. 

Amen 
 



 You have heard the Word of the Lord, “Repent and believe the gospel.” 

  

With these words, Jesus began His ministry and now directs us to make 

repentance and hear his good news. Therefore, as you have made 

repentance, now hear the gospel. I, as a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, announce to you the grace of God. Your sins are forgiven, in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

      The imposition of ashes will follow.  Those who desire to receive 

ashes may come forward at the Usher’s direction. The minister applies 

ashes to the forehead of each person with these words:   

REMEMBER THAT YOU ARE DUST, AND TO DUST YOU  

SHALL RETURN. 

 
 

First Reading                                                                           Joel 2:12–19  

 
Second Reading                          1 Peter 1:18–19 

  
Stand 

 
Anthem 

 
Holy Gospel           Matthew 6:16–21  

 
Sit 

 

 

Sermon                      Pastor John Boor  

       
                                                                                

Hymn                “Abide With Me”                LBW  #272 

 

 



Let us confess our faith together through the Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 

The Father, the Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth, 

Of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in on Lord, Jesus Christ, 

The only Son of God, 

Eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

True God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

Of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

He came down from heaven; 

By the power of the Holy Spirit 

He became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again’ 

In accordance with the scriptures; 

He ascended into heaven; 

And is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

And his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. 

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

And the life of the world to come. 

Amen 



The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

And also with you. 
 

Offering 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on 

our fallen humanity, revealing to us your holy will and sending your only 

Son to fulfill it in our stead. With repentant joy we receive the gracious 

salvation you provide through the sacrifice of his body and blood on the 

cross. 
 

Strengthen us as we gather in remembrance of Jesus grant us to grow in 

faith and love; and gather us together with all the faithful to rejoice 

together around your throne in eternity. To you, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, be all praise and glory now and forever. 
 

Amen 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you. 
 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: this cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray; 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us; 



And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil/  

For thine is the kingdom, 

And the power, and the glory, 

Forever and ever. Amen 
 

P  Come for the table is ready. 
 

The Distribution              (Please follow directions of the ushers) 
 

P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 

C Amen 

 

P Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a 

model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always with 

thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his through the same Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 

Blessing 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you 

May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
 

Hymn    “The Old Rugged Cross”  (1
st
 Verse)   

 

1  On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, 

The emblem of suff’ring and shame; 

And I love that old cross where the dearest and best 

For a world of lost sinners was slain. 

Refrain: 

 So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, 

 Till my trophies at last I lay down; 

 I will cling to the old rugged cross, 

 And exchange it some day for a crown. 

 
 

(The Congregation is asked to depart quietly) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


