| am praying
for them

John 17:9




ST.JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 24, 2020
Worship Notes regarding Today’s Service:

Thank you for attending. The service, the organ music, and Pastor John’s message will be routed
through the church’s sound system and broadcast on your car radio on FM channel 101.5. Please
follow the direction of the persons assisting with parking. Once they have directed you to your
parking space, please remain in your vehicle and await the beginning of the service. To follow the
COVID-19 guidelines and for your protection as well as others attending you must remain inside
your vehicle for the entire service. You can leave the vehicle running or turn it off and roll down
the windows, just listen to your radio. Pastor John will lead the service from the steps of the church.
Please follow the service in the bulletin.

The Service begins with the first notes of the prelude. Please show your respect with silent
meditation at this time.

PRELUDE

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL

ANNOUNCEMENTS PRAISES AND CONCERNS

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

L In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen

L Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

L If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen

L Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen



HYMN: “My Country ‘Tis of Thee”
My country, ‘tis of thee,
Sweet land of liberty, Of thee | sing:
Land where my fathers died, Land of the pilgrims’ pride,

From every mountain side let freedom ring.

My native country thee,
Land of the noble free, Thy name | love;
I love thy rocks and rills, Thy woods and templed hills;

My heart with rapture thrills Like that above.

Let music swell the breezed,
And ring from all the trees Sweet freedom’s song;
Let mortal tongues awake; Let all that breathe partake;

Let rocks their silence break, Then sound prolong.

Our fathers’ God, to thee,
Author of liberty, To thee we sing:
Long may our land be bright with freedom’s holy light,
Protect us by thy might, Great God, our king.

GREETING

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

C And also with you.

KYRIE

L In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy

L For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord have mercy



L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord have mercy

L For this holy house, and for all who offer here their mercy and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord have mercy

L Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.

C Amen

L Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

HYMN OF PRAISE
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship you, we give you thanks,
We praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the world’
Have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father;
Receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One,
You alone are the Lord, You alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
In the glory of God the Father. Amen
PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray;

O King of Glory and Lord of countless angels, in triumph you ascended to the highest heaven.
Abandon us not to be orphans but keep your Father’s promise to send your Spirit of truth.
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

First Reading: Acts 1:12-26 12

Then {the disciples} returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a
Sabbath day’s journey away. 13And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where
they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14All these
with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother
of Jesus, and his brothers. 15In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of
persons was in all about 120) and said, 16“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the



Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to
those who arrested Jesus. 17For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this
ministry.” 18(Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling
headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19And it became known to all
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is,
Field of Blood.) 20“For it is written in the Book of Psalms, ‘May his camp become desolate, and let
there be no one to dwell in it’; and ‘Let another take his office.” 21So one of the men who have
accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning
from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us — one of these men must
become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23And they put forward two, Joseph called
Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24And they prayed and said, “You, Lord,
who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in
this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26 And they
cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

PSALM READING
Psalm 68:1-10
1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered;
Let those who hate him flee before him.

2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away;
As the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.
3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;

Let them also be merry and joyful.

4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name;

Exalt him who rides up on the heavens;

Yahweh is his name, rejoice before him!

5 Father of orphans, defender of widows,

God in his holy habitation!

6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom;
* But the rebels shall live in dry places.

7 O God, when you went forth before your people,

When you marched through the wilderness,

8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,

At the presence of God, the God of Sinai,

At the presence of God, the God of Israel.

9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance;
You refreshed the land when it was weary.
10Your people found their home in it;

In your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-19; 5:6-11

12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings,
that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 141f you are insulted for the name
of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15But let none of
you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 16Yet if anyone suffers as a



Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 17For it is time for
judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for
those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will
become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 19Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will
entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the
mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him,
because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around
like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the
same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10And
after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in
Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the dominion
forever and ever. Amen

GOSPEL VERSE

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL READING: John 17:1-11

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 17th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord. (sung)

1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour
has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over
all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 | glorified you on earth,
having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own
presence with the glory that | had with you before the world existed. 6 | have manifested your name
to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and
they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you. 8
For | have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to
know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 | am praying for
them. | am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours.
10AIl mine are yours, and yours are mine, and | am glorified in them. 11And | am no longer in the
world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name,
which you have given me that they may be one, even as we are one.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ. (sung)

MESSAGE



SERMON HYMN: “Battle Hymn of the Republic”

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord;

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored,;
He hjas loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword:
His truth is marching on.

Refrain

Glory, glory! Hallelujah! Glory, glory! Hallelujah!
Glory, glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on.

He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat;
He is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgment seat.
Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant, my feet!

While God is marching on.

Refrain
Glory, glory! Hallelujah! Glory, glory! Hallelujah!
Glory, glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on.

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,
With a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me.
As he died to make men holy, let us live to make men free,
While God is marching on.

Refrain

Glory, glory! Hallelujah! Glory, glory! Hallelujah!
Glory, glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he arose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.



Offering — If you wish to give an offering it will be received as you leave.

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a
Right spirit within me. Cast me not away from your
Presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from’ me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

And uphold me with your free Spirit.

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.

Lord, listen to Your children praying, Lord, send Your spirit in this place;

Lord, listen to Your children praying, Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace!

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord

Amen
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation. But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

For ever and ever. Amen.

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C Amen



HYMN “America the Beautiful”

Oh beautiful for spacious skies
For amber waves of grain
For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain

America, America, God shed his grace on thee
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea

Oh Beautiful for patriot dream
That sees beyond the years
Thine alabaster cities gleam
Undimmed by human tears

America, America, God mend thine ev'ry flaw
Confirm thy soul in self-control
Thy liberty in law

Pastor: Go in peace, serve the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

THE DOXOLOGY Hymn #565 LBW

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Keep up with St. John online
St. John Meyersville

?:c,b. o https://www.facebook.com/Stjohnmeyersville
Or visit our website at: stjohnmeyersville.org
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN

Today 5/24  Seventh Sunday of Easter
9:00 a.m. Worship

Mon 5/25 Office Closed ~ Memorial Day

Tues 5/26 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Office Hours
7:00 p.m. Council Meeting

Wed 5/27 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Office Hours
9:00 a.m. Old Stone Church

Thurs 5/28 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Office Hours

Fri 5/29 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Office Hours

Next Sun Day of Pentecost

9:00 a.m. Worship

Welcome Visitors! We would like to extend a
special welcome to all visitors. If you are
Vl?ek looking for a church home, we pray you would

consider St. John’s.

Prayer request cards are available in the pews and can be
filled out and handed to an usher during the first hymn for
your request to be included in the day’s prayer. If you have a
private prayer request please fill out the appropriate side and
give to the pastor.

Sunday, May 17, 2020

General $656.00, MOM $350.00, Building $65.00,
Church Reno. $175.00 Total: $1,246.00

Worship Team Notes
Church will continue to be in the
parking lot at 9:00 AM on
Sundays until further notice. We
hope to have services in the
church again sometime in June.
We will be discussing our options
at the council meeting this coming Tuesday.
Please check the church website & FaceBook
page for updates.

Youth Group & Sunday
School News

Most of the activities with % tI-I 1
the Youth Group and ﬂ“ I
Sunday School have been

put on hold or cancelled.
Vacation Bible School

has now been CANCELLED as well. Lutherhill
ministries sent us this statement: After prayerful
consideration, the Board of Directors has made
the difficult decision to cancel all congregational
day camps for the summer of 2020. Our prayer is
that when Sunday School resumes, we will have a
full house! Prayers for all during this time.

Worship
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Mission of the Month of May

Samaritan’s Purse COVID-19 Response
Mission Statement

In response to the COVID-19 international
emergency Samaritan’s Purse has set up medical
tents and brought assistance to most of the world
including New York City and other cities around
the United States.

All of the monies collected during this month for
mission will go specifically to the COVID-19
Response.

Special Prayers for Cole

G@D ~NEW UPDATE~
Cole has returned from
. . China after a six month

IS Lljtemng treatment program for his
injury.  This  included
surgery, stem cell injections, and extensive therapy. He
has also recently recovered from a surgery done in New
Jersey on his diaphragm to help him eventually get off
the ventilator. Cole has returned home from TIRR
Rehabilitation Hospital in Houston for continued
therapy.
God has been with Cole every step of the way through
this very long and difficult journey and by faith we know
He will continue to carry him through. We want to thank
each and everyone for all your prayers, concerns, and
support for Cole and his family. We ask for your
continued prayers for Cole’s healing and for strength and
patience as he continues forward. Thanks again and God
bless you.
+Please pray at 12:00 PM daily for Cole+
At his request, these are the prayers he has on his list:
Healing- physical, emotional & spiritual
To help family stay strong
Patience
Stay positive
The drive to keep trying (perseverance)

NALC Warehouse and

’—|_|—| Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes

We will be collecting for these
charities all year. Each month we will
feature items to be donated. We will be
collecting stick deodorant for the month of
May. Please bring only stick deodorant, no aerosol
cans.




PRAYER REQUESTS: If you have a request for the Prayer Chain, contact Evelyn Diebel. And please update
your request at least once a month so the list can be kept current and up to date. If you wish to receive the
Prayer Chain requests, please contact Evelyn Diebel at (361)275-5979.

Our Military and their families:

Jeff Zengerle - U.S. Army NG, Egypt \ '
Russell Copeland - U.S. Army Reserves W 4
Jonathon Albrecht - U.S. Army, Kentucky

Chase Schroeder - U.S. Navy

Austin Schroeder - U.S. Navy ,‘\
Jennifer Cornett - U.S. Air Force
Lee Magruder - U.S. Army, Staff Sergeant, Fort Rucker, AL, going to Warrant P
Officer Candidate School then to Army Aviation Flight School d eV
Katrina Moritz - U.S. Air Force

Michael Petrash Il - 1% LT, United States Army MEStS
Andrew Washington, PFC - USMC, San Angelo, TX

Jacob Redmond - USMC, San Diego, CA

Please Pray for: Adam Womble
Nate Boehl
Hunter Jacob
Glynn Yurick
Kenny Jacob
Cole Ohrt
Carly Waters
Joy Hoy
Marie Liner
Bill Roeske
Janice Turner

Slade Doehrman
(Slade likes to receive cards, his address is:
11049 FM 236, Cuero 77954)

Nursing Home: Elmcroft-Victoria ~ Bette Jo Haun
Yorktown Nursing & Rehab. ~ Barbara Mueller
Stevens Healthcare of Yoakum ~ Marjorie Ideus
Cuero Nursing & Rehab. ~ Alfred Rangnow

May 25, 2020
God Bless All of Our Military!



Easter 7
May 24, 2020
Seventh Sunday of Easter (Year A)

After Jesus ascended into heaven to sit at God’s right hand, the eleven remaining
disciples regrouped to carry on the mission of Christ on earth. Jesus’ prayer for
them was that they would be one — that their unity would be their defining quality
as a group and would serve them well in the mission at hand. They must choose
who will replace Judas among them; it must be one who shares the same Spirit.



