The Spirtt of truth,
who proceeds
from the Father

he will bear witness

about me.
John 15,26




ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Day of Pentecost
May 23, 2021

Greeter This Week: Marvin & Norrean Sager

Greeter Next Week: Youth Group

Reader This Week: Wanda Hays

Reader Next Week: Kathy Dunn

Acolytes This Week: Volunteer Needed

Acolytes Next Week: Volunteer Needed

Altar Guild This Month: Carol Ann Sagebiel & LeAnn Jander
Altar Guild Next Month: Betty Diebel & Virginia Jank
Communion Assistant This Month: Wanda Hays
Communion Assistant Next Month: Johnny Jank

MISSION STATEMENT
We the members of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church of Meyersville, strive to be witnesses
for Christ, a Christian family striving to be models and examples to others, loving one another
and trying to be friendly to all; acknowledging that we are sinful, but being patient, faithful,
giving, caring, forgiving, and forgiven believers.

Worship Notes regarding Today’s Service:

Thank you for attending. We thank God that we are once again able to gather inside the church.
For those who are not comfortable entering the church we are also broadcasting as we have for
the past several weeks and you are more than welcome to remain in your car. The service, the
organ music, and Pastor John’s message will be routed through the church’s sound system and
broadcast on your car radio on FM channel 101.5. Please follow the service in the bulletin.

The Service begins with the first notes of the prelude. Please show your respect with silent
meditation at this time.

PRELUDE

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL

ANNOUNCEMENTS PRAISES AND CONCERNS

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

L In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen

L Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen



L If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for Reflection and Meditation

L Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen

L Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

HYMN: “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” WOV #684
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness
Calling and free; Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,
Stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.

You moved on the waters, you called to the deep,
Then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep;
And over the eons you called to each thing:
“Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.”

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness
Calling and free; Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,
Stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.

You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand
And you goaded your people with a law and a land:
And when they were blinded with idols and lies,
Then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes.

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness
Calling and free; Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,
Stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.



You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill,

Then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still;
And down in the city you called once again,
With bold new decisions your people arise.

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness
Calling and free; Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,
Stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.

You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes.
From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams;
Our women see visions, our men clear their eyes
With bold ne decisions your people arise.

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness
Calling and free; Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,
Stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.

GREETING

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C And also with you.

KYRIE
L In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy

L For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord have mercy

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord have mercy.

L For this holy house, and for all who offer here their mercy and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord have mercy.

L Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen

L Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.



HYMN OF PRAISE

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship you, we give you thanks,
We praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the world’
Have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father;
Receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One,

You alone are the Lord, You alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

In the glory of God the Father. Amen

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray;

O God, you taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to them the light of your
Holy Spirit. Grant us, by the same Spirit, to have a right judgment in all things, and
evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14

'The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord and set me
down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And he led me around among them, and
behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. *And
he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, you know.”
“Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word
of the Lord. °Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, | will cause breath to enter you,
and you shall live. ®And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that | am the
Lord.” "So | prophesied as | was commanded. And as | prophesied, there was a sound, and
behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. ®And | looked, and behold,
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But
there was no breath in them. *Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of
man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe on these slain, that they may live.” *°So | prophesied as he commanded me, and the
breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. **Then
he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.” **Therefore prophesy, and say to



them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves,
O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. **And you shall know that | am the
Lord, when | open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. **And | will put
my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you in your own land. Then you shall
know that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.”

PSALM READING
Psalm 139:1-12 [13-15]
'Lord, you have searched me out and known me;
you know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar.

You trace my journeys and my resting places
and are acquainted with all my ways.

3Indeed, there is not a word on my lips,
but you, O Lord, know it altogether.

“You press upon me behind and before
and lay your hand upon me.

°Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that | cannot attain to it.

®Where can | go then from your Spirit?
where can | flee from your presence?

"If 1 climb up to heaven, you are there;
if | make the grave my bed, you are there also.

%I I take the wings of the morning
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

*Even there your hand will lead me
and your right hand hold me fast.

If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me,
and the light around me turn to night,”

"Darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day;
darkness and light to you are both alike.

2For you yourself created my inmost parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.



1 will thank you because | am marvelously made;
your works are wonderful, and I know it well.

My body was not hidden from you,
while | was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth.

Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;
all of them were written in your book;
they were fashioned day by day, when as yet there was none of them.

Second Reading: Acts 2:1-21

"When the day of Pentecost arrived, {the apostles} were all together in one place. *And
suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire
house where they were sitting. >And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on
each one of them. *And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. >Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout
men from every nation under heaven. ®And at this sound the multitude came together, and they
were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. And they
were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how
is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? °Parthians and Medes and Elamites
and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, ‘°Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, *'both
Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians — we hear them telling in our own tongues the
mighty works of God.” *And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What
does this mean?” *But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.” *But Peter,
standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who
dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. °For these people are
not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. °But this is what was
uttered through the prophet Joel: *"*And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will
pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; *®even on my male servants
and female servants in those days | will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. **And |
will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and
vapor of smoke; “°the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of
the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. >*And it shall come to pass that everyone who
calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.””

GOSPEL VERSE

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Alleluia.



GOSPEL READING: John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15" & 16™ chapters.

C Glory to you, O Lord. (sung)

%%(Jesus said,} “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of
truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. *’And you also will bear
witness, because you have been with me from the beginning.

<[ did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. *But now | am
going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ °But because |
have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. "Nevertheless, 1 tell you the truth: it
Is to your advantage that | go away, for if | do not go away, the Helper will not come to you.
But if 1 go, | will send him to you. ®And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning
sin and righteousness and judgment: °concerning sin, because they do not believe in me;
%concerning righteousness, because | go to the Father, and you will see me no longer;
concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. I still have many things to
say to you, but you cannot bear them now. **When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you
into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will
speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. **He will glorify me, for he will
take what is mine and declare it to you. Al that the Father has is mine; therefore | said that he
will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. (sung)

MESSAGE

SERMON HYMN: “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” LBW #486

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart;
Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move;
Stoop to my weakness, strength to me impart,
And make me love you as | ought to love.

| ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies,

No sudden rending of the veil of clay,
No angel visitant, no op'ning skies;

But take the dimness of my soul away.

Have you not bid me love you, God and King;
All, all your own, soul, heart, and strength, and mind?
| see your cross; there teach my heart to cling.
Oh, let me seek you and, oh, let me find!

Teach me to love you as your angels love,
One holy passion filling all my frame:
The baptism of the heav'n-descended dove,
My heart an altar, and your love the flame.



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he arose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you

Offering — If you wish to give an offering it will be received as you leave.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a
Right spirit within me. Cast me not away from your
Presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from’ me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
And uphold me with your free Spirit.

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their
needs.

Lord, listen to Your children praying, Lord, send Your spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to Your children praying, Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace!

(after each petition “Lord in your mercy,” RESPONSE ¢“HEAR OUR PRAYER”)

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation. But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C Amen

HYMN: “Lord, Speak to Us, that We May Speak”
Lord, speak to us, that we may speak
In living echoes of your tone;
As you have sought, so let us seek
Your straying children, lost and lone.

Oh, lead us, Lord, that we may lead
The wand'ring and the wav'ring feet;
Oh, feed us, Lord, that we may feed
Your hung'ring ones with manna sweet.
Oh, teach us, Lord, that we may teach
The precious truths which you impart;
And wing our words, that they may reach
The hidden depths of many a heart.

Oh, fill us with your fullness, Lord,
Until our very hearts o'er flow

In kindling thought and glowing word,
Your love to tell, your praise to show.

Pastor: Go in peace, serve the Lord
People: Thanks be to God

THE DOXOLOGY
HYMN:

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;

LBW #403

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN
Today 5/23 Day of Pentecost
9:00 a.m.  Sunday School
10:15a.m.  Worship

Mon 5/24 ~ Office Closed ~

Tues 5/25 ~ Office Closed ~
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Pastor’s Office Hours
7:00 p.m. Council Meeting

Wed 5/26 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Office Hours
9:00 a.m. Old Stone Church Meeting

Thurs 5/27  10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Office Hours
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Pastor’s Office Hours

Fri 5/28 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  Office Hours

Next Sun Holy Trinity Sunday
9:00 a.am.  Sunday School

10:15a.m. Worship ~ Memorial Day Service
*Reception to follow, cookies & lemonade will be served.

W Welcome Visitors! We would like to extend a special welcome to all visitors. If you
tn@«tr@ﬁmz/b are looking for a church home, we pray you would consider St. John’s.

Prayer request cards are available in the pews and can be filled out and handed to an usher
during the first hymn for your request to be included in the day’s prayer. If you have a private
prayer request please fill out the appropriate side and give to the pastor.

May 16, 2021 General $2,395.00, MOM-NALC Seminary $920.00, Sunday School $5.00,
Youth $250.00, Organ $15.00, Building $220.00, Reno. $360.00  Total: $4,165.00

Attendance: Worship - 67 Sunday School - 0 - Children, 15 - Adults

St. John Church 100™ Anniversary
The St. John church building will be 100 years old in July. Council has discussed
J n L celebrating this in some way. There has been discussion of a committee being
formed for this occasion. Please contact the church office or any council member if
AIIIlIV;Jj.SAI! ) ) . ;
e you wish to be on this committee or help in any way. Thank you!




Mission of the Month of May

Ouwnm

Chrunn<ln
Mission

NALC Seminary

Mission Statement
The NALC set a seminary goal in 2020 to be the denomination with the strongest and most

highly respected Lutheran Seminary Training System in North America. Last year in October of
2020 Rev. Dr. Eric Riesen, President of NALC Seminary Board of Regents was our mission
speaker on this topic. At that time he informed us of how this could be done. With our
donations we can help the NALC attain its goal to upgrade the structure, the program, and
recruitment of the seminary over the next 3 years.

NALC Warehouse and Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes
We will be collecting for these charities all year. Each month we will feature items
to be donated. We will be collecting hairbrushes & combs for the month of May.
Thank you!

Calling All Graduates!

m. We are planning to honor our 2021 graduates here at St. John on

Sunday, June 6". Please contact the office with your graduate’s name &
any other information you would like to share! You may do so by phone
(361)277-8653, email: stjohnevlutheran@juno.com or put it in the box
outside of the church office. Thank you!

Memorial Day Celebration
. . . . A W A =
St. John will be having a Memorial Day Service, next ME )
|/ . A /

Sunday, May 30, 2021. We will remember all military men 4Gl
& women we have lost & honor those serving. May God A b a
bless them & their families. A reception with cookies & ™ A \"/

lemonade will follow in the parish hall. Please email, call or mm 49 v/ wm
leave a note at the church office with anyone we have N0l sy eeye—
listed in the past, also please let us know of any status N 7
changes etc. Thank you.


mailto:stjohnevlutheran@juno.com

Please Help
¢; The Old Stone Church Historical Committee is in search of vintage

photographs of both the Old Stone Church and of St. John church. The

ATTENTION | current church (gothic structure) will be 100 year old in July 2021. We

PLEASE would ask permission to scan the images for upcoming projects and

preservation purposes. Please contact M’Liss Moore at 275-8069 if
you have any pictures tucked away in your treasures.

I wish to express my sincere “Thank You” to those who
sent cards, made telephone calls, offered prayers, and
expressed their concern to me after my medical event and
accident. Thank you! May God continue to watch over and
bless us all. -Bruce A. Weise

Join Us
this Summer

Summer is near and St. John's is starting to work on Vacation Bible School! Here are the
details so far:
When: August 2 - 6

Time: TBD

Ages: 6-12
For those with kids interested in attending, mark your calendars and we'll be mailing out sign up
forms. We'll be taking all kids in this age range, including friends and family members of
church members.
For those with kids who are older, we need as much help as possible. We need help with class
leaders, song leaders, and activity leaders. Please contact Laurie Pokluda, Trish Hood, or
Johnna Picard if your child is interested in helping out during camp.
And for all adults who'd like to help, we need as many volunteers as possible. We are not
enlisting the help of outside councilors; we are managing all work with church members. So if
you can help out the whole week, a few days, or just one day, please reach out to Laurie, Trish,
or Johnna because we need all available hands!
We're looking forward to an amazing Vacation Bible School and can't wait to rejuvenate our
faith this summer!



NEW UPDATE: Worship Team Notes
We will be having church in the sanctuary at 10:15 a.m. from now on,
’ unless something changes. Communion will go back to the 1% & 3" Sunday
wOrshlp of the month by stations. Any changes will be noted in this article. Please
note there are certain guidelines that have to be followed. These specific

guidelines are posted on our website & FaceBook page. The service will
Team still be broadcasted on the radio station FM 101.5 for those who wish to
i stay in their vehicles. Please Note: The service will NO longer be videoed &

posted to the church website. Please continue to check the church website

e

& FaceBook page for updates.

Special Prayers for Cole
G Cole is at home doing well surrounded by the love and support of all his

family. He continues to have therapy on a daily basis at his home and will
soon also be doing therapy in Victoria. God continues to be with Cole
each and every day strengthening his faith, patience, and courage as he
travels down this long and difficult journey. We thank each and every RHTTIRIT]
one again for all your prayers, concerns, and support for Cole and his CoIeStrong
ZS ZStenmg family. We ask for you to continue praying for Cole’s healing and for

strength and patience for him and his family. Thank you and God Bless.  —

+Please pray at 12:00 PM daily for Cole+
At his request, these are the prayers he has on his list:
Healing- physical, emotional & spiritual
To help family stay strong
Patience
Stay positive
The drive to keep trying (perseverance)

NEW Church Renovation Update

Remaining items for the construction progress are to correct construction errors
related to landing elevation and drainage, modification of steps to meet original
architectural plans, and elimination of flatwork ponding on approach to elevator,
at contractor’s cost. After completion, a final walk through will be held to
address any items that need to be touched up. The current invoiced total for cost
of construction, change orders, materials testing, architect, grass planting, and
incidentals is $600,850.80. Designated giving and memorials received to date
total $594,633.30.




PRAYER REQUESTS: If you have a prayer request or wish to be on the prayer chain please
contact Mary Wagner (361)275-9500 or Pastor John (361)243-0373. We ask that you would
update the prayer request regularly. If we do not have an update, in an effort to keep our list
current and up to date, we will presume the situation has improved and remove the request after
30 days. We thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Our Military and their families:

Jeff Zengerle - U.S. Army NG, Kuwait \"
Russell Copeland - U.S. Army Reserves \ o
Jonathon Albrecht - U.S. Army, Kentucky "\
Chase Schroeder - U.S. Navy, Hawaii / \
Austin Schroeder - U.S. Navy, Virginia ‘

Lee Magruder - U.S. Army, 2-4 CaB, Charlie Company, Black Hawk

Medevac Pilot, Fort Carson, Colorado d 81/'
Katrina Moritz - U.S. Air Force

Michael Petrash Il - 1 LT, United States Army

Andrew Washington, L CPL - USMC, Pensacola, FL %eStS

Jacob Redmond - USMC, San Diego, CA
Koltyn Mayhall - USMC, North Carolina

Please Pray for: Adam Womble
Hunter Jacob
Kenny Jacob
Cole Ohrt
Carly Waters
Joy Hoy
Marie Liner
Bill Roeske
Jimmy Caskey
Britany Jank Tomas
Dugan Chandler
Samantha Hein
Bea Fagg
Bette Jo Haun
David Diebel
Bobby Zengerle

Nursing Home:
Cuero Nursing & Rehab. ~ Alfred Rangnow, Marjorie Ideus
Sodalis Senior Living ~ Bette Jo Haun

Keep up with St. John online
St. John Meyersville
https://www.facebook.com/Stjohnmeyersville
Or visit our website at: stjohnmeyersville.org



https://www.facebook.com/Stjohnmeyersville

Day of Pentecost

May 23, 2021

Day of Pentecost (Year B)

While Jesus remained with his friends, he promised that after he left them he

would send a helper to accompany them on their faith journey. The Holy Spirit is that

helper and constant presence in our lives that brings us to faith, leads us, prays for us when we
cannot find the words, and grants us the gifts to carry out Christ’s mission to the world. We are
continually being formed and shaped by the Spirit.



