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THE PRELUDE
Announcements

HYMN “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” LBW #294

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus Christ, my righteousness;
| dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;

All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils His lovely face,
I rest on His unchanging grace;
In every high and stormy gale,
My anchor holds within the veil.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

His oath, His covenant, His blood,
Support me in the whelming flood;
When all around my soul gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay.
On Christ, the solid Rock, | stand;

All other ground is sinking sand.

When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh, may | then in Him be found;

In Him, my righteousness, alone,
Faultless to stand before the throne.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.



My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior;
for He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden.
For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed.

For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name;
and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation.

He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty away.
He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He spoke to our fathers, to
Abraham and to his seed forever.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Like Peter, we have all experienced the pain and guilt of past sins. We know that we have been far
from perfect. Though we follow Jesus, our thoughts, words, and actions have been poor
representations of Christ to the world. Yet, in His infinite mercy, our heavenly Father invites us to
return to Him for forgiveness and restoration.

Heavenly Father, we confess that we have sinned against You. We have denied You in what we
have done and in what we have failed to do. We have failed to trust You in all things. Lord,
forgive us, restore us, and remove our guilt.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. . . Holy God, mighty Lord, endless is Your mercy and eternal Your reign. Your own
Son has triumphed over sin and the grave and opened to us the gates of everlasting life. Purify our
hearts in Him that we may be granted a share in His glory; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
AMEN

First Reading: Proverbs 11:24-28

**One gives freely, yet grows all the richer;
another withholds what he should give, and only suffers want.
®Whoever brings blessing will be enriched,
and one who waters will himself be watered.
?*The people curse him who holds back grain,
but a blessing is on the head of him who sells it.
“"Whoever diligently seeks good seeks favor,
but evil comes to him who searches for it.
®Whoever trusts in his riches will fall,
but the righteous will flourish like a green leaf.



Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 9:6-12

®The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. ‘Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2And God is able to make all
grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in
every good work. °As it is written, “He has distributed freely, He has given to the poor; His
righteousness endures forever.” ‘°He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will
supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. **You
will be enriched in every way for all your generosity, which through us will produce
thanksgiving to God. **For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the
saints, but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God.

Please stand

HOLY GOSPEL: John 12:1-11

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 12" chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

'Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus
had raised from the dead. “So they gave a dinner for Him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was
one of those reclining with Him at the table. ®*Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment
made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair. The house
was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. “But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples (he who
was about to betray Him), said, >“Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and
given to the poor?” ®He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a
thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. "Jesus
said, “Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of My burial. ®The poor you always
have with you, but you do not always have Me.”

*When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only on account
of Him but also to see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. '°So the chief priests made
plans to put Lazarus to death as well, **because on account of him many of the Jews were going
away and believing in Jesus.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.

MESSAGE “PETER” PASTOR JOHN

Hymn “Just as | Am, Without One Plea” LBW #296

Just as | am, without one plea,
but that thy blood was shed for me,
and that thou bidst me come to thee,

O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, and waiting not
to rid my soul of one dark blot,
to thee whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, I come, | come.



Just as | am, though tossed about
with many a conflict, many a doubt,
fightings and fears within, without,

O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, poor, wretched, blind;
sight, riches, healing of the mind,
yea, all I need in thee to find,

O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, thou wilt receive,
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
because thy promise | believe,

O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, thy love unknown
hath broken every barrier down;
now, to be thine, yea thine alone,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and born of the Virgin Mary,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father,
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you



Offering

Prayers
PRAYER
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

Lord, encourage all those who struggle with lingering guilt from past sins. Remind them that by
Your death and resurrection, You have conquered sin and removed their guilt forever. O my Savior,
help afford,

by Your Spirit and Your Word.

Lord, shield all those who suffer the attacks of Satan. Clothe them with Your full armor so that they
might believe Your Word rather than the lies of Satan. O my Savior, help afford,
by Your Spirit and Your Word.

Lord, thank You for the gifts of community and friendship. Thank You for all the joy and laughter
You have placed into our lives. Help us always to recognize these as Your good gifts. O my Savior,
help afford,

by Your Spirit and Your Word.

Lord, comfort all those who worry about family and friends who have wandered from the faith. Give
us patience, knowing that You continually pursue Your sheep. Help us welcome them back into
Your fold with grace and love. O my Savior, help afford,

by Your Spirit and Your Word.

Lord, bring healing and patience to those who suffer illness and injury, bring hope to all those who
are grieving. By Your resurrection victory, remind them of the victory to come in Your return. O my
Savior, help afford,

by Your Spirit and Your Word.

Lord, bring hope to all those who are grieving. By Your resurrection victory, remind them of the
victory to come in Your return. O my Savior, help afford,
by Your Spirit and Your Word.

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread,;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation.
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit bless and preserve you.
Amen.

Hymn “The Old Rugged Cross” (Verse1&?2)

On a hill far away stood an Old Rugged Cross
The emblem of suffering and shame
And | love that old cross where the dearest and best
For a world of lost sinners was slain

So I'll cherish the Old Rugged Cross
Till my trophies at last I lay down
And I will cling to the Old Rugged Cross
And exchange it some day for a crown

To the Old Rugged Cross, | will ever be true
It's shame and reproach, gladly bear
Then He'll call me some day to my home far away
Where His glory forever I'll share

And I'll cherish the Old Rugged Cross
Till my trophies at last I lay down
And | will cling to the Old Rugged Cross
And exchange it some day for a crown

(The congregation leaves in silence)



Season of Lent

Lent is a solemn time in the church year, yet it is filled with rich images of God’s
love. These images are often paradoxical and challenge our faith, but as we
journey with Jesus to the cross we find ourselves with a deeper faith in the one
who came to save us. The cross, with all of its shame and horror, is also the
symbol of God’s loving commitment to the whole creation. The cross seems
foolish, but in reality it is the power of God to save.



