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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, August 25, 2024

Greeters This Week: Marv & Norrean Sager

Greeters Next Week: Beverly Bodden

Reader This Week: Neal Moritz

Reader Next Week: Beverly Bodden

Acolyte This Week: Volunteer Needed

Acolyte Next Week: Volunteer Needed

Altar Guild This Month: Carol Ann Sagebiel & LeAnn Jander
Altar Guild Next Month: Betty Diebel & Virginia Jank
Communion Assistant This Month: Brian Wendel
Communion Assistant Next Month: Jeff Zengerle

Busy Bags are available in the Narthex for all children to enjoy.

MISSION STATEMENT
We the members of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church of Meyersville, strive to be witnesses for
Christ, a Christian family striving to be models and examples to others, loving one another and trying
to be friendly to all; acknowledging that we are sinful, but being patient, faithful, giving, caring,
forgiving, and forgiven believers.

Worship Notes Regarding Today’s Service:
For those of you who would prefer to remain in your cars, we will continue to broadcast the service on
FM 101.5. You can follow the service in the bulletin as the liturgy, the organ music, hymns with the
lyrics by our song leaders, and Pastor John’s message will be on the broadcast. Thank you!

The Service begins with the first notes of the prelude.
Please prepare for worship with silent meditation at this time.
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PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL
ANNOUNCEMENTS PRAISES AND CONCERNS

Stand as you are able

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L In the name of the Father, and of the & Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen

L Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

L If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God
who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for Reflection and Meditation

L Most merciful God,

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

L Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As
a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ¥ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

OPENING HYMN: “The Church’s One Foundation” LBW #369

The Church's one Foundation Is Jesus Christ, her Lord:;
She is his new creation, By water and the Word.
From heav'n he came and sought her To be his holy bride;
With his own blood he bought her, And for her life he died.

’Elect from ev'ry nation, Yet one o'er all the earth;
Her charter of salvation: One Lord, one faith, one birth.
One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses With ev'ry grace endued.

*Though with a scornful wonder This world sees her oppressed,
By schisms rent asunder, By heresies distressed,
Yet saints their watch are keeping; Their cry goes up: "*How long?"
And soon the night of weeping Shall be the morn of song.

4Through toil and tribulation And tumult of her war,
She waits the consummation Of peace for evermore;
Till with the vision glorious Her longing eyes are blest,
And the great church victorious Shall be the church at rest.



>Yet she on earth has union With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won.
O blessed heav’nly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace,
That we, like saints before us, May see you face to face.

GREETING

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

C And also with you.

KYRIE

L In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

L For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord have mercy.

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord have mercy.

L For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord have mercy.

L Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.

C Amen

HYMN OF PRAISE
L Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:

We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Let us pray,

C Care for your Church, O Lord, with perpetual mercy. Since we totter and are sure to fall
without your grace, remove what will harm us and arrange what will make us whole. Grant this,
we pray, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated

CHILDERN’S MESSAGE



AS WE GATHER

The Word of the Lord is wisdom to those who believe, and yet those who are intelligent or wise by the
world’s standards often do not understand it. An element of faith is necessary for interpreting God’s will
among us; when we rely on our own wisdom, we end up being foolish. Jesus taught this lesson to the
religious leaders who censured his followers for not following the traditions of ritual washing.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 29:11-19

The vision of all this has become to you like the words of a book that is sealed. When men give it to one
who can read, saying, “Read this,” he says, “I cannot, for it is sealed.” 2And when they give the book to
one who cannot read, saying, “Read this,” he says, “I cannot read.” BAnd the LORD said: “Because this
people draw near with their mouth and honor me with their lips, while their hearts are far from me, and
their fear of me is a commandment taught by men, “therefore, behold, | will again do wonderful things
with this people, with wonder upon wonder; and the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the
discernment of their discerning men shall be hidden.” **Ah, you who hide deep from the LORD your
counsel, whose deeds are in the dark, and who say, “Who sees us? Who knows us?” %Y ou turn things
upside down! Shall the potter be regarded as the clay, that the thing made should say of its maker, “He
did not make me”; or the thing formed say of him who formed it, “He has no understanding”? *’Is it not
yet a very little while until Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, and the fruitful field shall be
regarded as a forest? *°In that day the deaf shall hear the words of a book, and out of their gloom and
darkness the eyes of the blind shall see. **The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the LoRD, and the poor
among mankind shall exult in the Holy One of Israel.

Responsive Reading
Psalm 14

The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.”
All are corrupt and commit abominable acts; there is none who does any good.

>The LorbD looks down from heaven upon us all,
to see if there is any who is wise, if there is one who seeks after God.

3Everyone has proved faithless; all alike have turned bad;
there is none who does good; no, not one.

*Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers
who eat up my people like bread and do not call upon the LORD?

See how they tremble with fear,
because God is in the company of the righteous.

®Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted,
but the LORD is their refuge.

’Oh, that Israel’s deliverance would come out of Zion!
when the LORD restores the fortunes of his people, Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad.



SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:22-33

2\Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. *For the husband is the head of the wife even as
Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ,
so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands. ®Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved
the church and gave himself up for her, #®that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of
water with the word, *so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or
any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. #®In the same way husbands should love their
wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 2For no one ever hated his own flesh, but
nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, *°because we are members of his body.
$1«Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become
one flesh.” **This mystery is profound, and | am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. **However,
let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

Stand as you are able

GOSPEL VERSE

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL READING: Mark 7:1-13
P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 7™ chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord

"When the Pharisees gathered to {Jesus}, with some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem, %they
saw that some of his disciples ate with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed. *(For the Pharisees and
all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands properly, holding to the tradition of the elders, “and
when they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many other
traditions that they observe, such as the washing of cups and pots and copper vessels and dining couches.)
>And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not walk according to the tradition of
the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” °And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites,
as it is written, “This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; ‘in vain do they
worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.” ®You leave the commandment of God and
hold to the tradition of men.” °And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of
God in order to establish your tradition! °For Moses said, “Honor your father and your mother’; and,
‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.” **But you say, ‘If a man tells his father or his mother,
“Whatever you would have gained from me is Corban™ (that is, given to God) — **then you no longer
permit him to do anything for his father or mother, *thus making void the word of God by your tradition
that you have handed down. And many such things you do.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated



MESSAGE

SERMON HYMN: “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage” LBW #239

God’s Word is our great heritage, And shall be ours forever,;
To spread its light from age to age Shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way; In death it is our stay.
Lord, grant while time shall last, Your Church may hold it fast
Throughout all generations.

Stand as you are able.

Let us confess our faith through the Apostles’ Creed

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE
L The peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

L Let us share the peace.

Please be seated
OFFERING (Please use the yellow envelopes for cash offerings & include your name.)

Stand as you are able



OFFERTORY

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew aright spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.

Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace!

(after each petition “Lord in your mercy,” RESPONSE “HEAR OUR PRAYER”)

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Please stand

Father remember us always and teach us to pray;

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation.
But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen.

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and & give you peace.
C Amen



HYMN: “Bless Be the Tie That Binds”

!Blest be the tie that binds Our hearts in Christian love;
The unity of heart and mind Is like to that above.

’Before our Father’s throne We pour our ardent prayers;

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, Our comforts and our cares.

%We share our mutual woes, Our mutual burdens bear,
And often for each other flows The sympathizing tear.

*From sorrow, toil and pain, And sin, we shall be free;
And perfect love and friendship reign Through all eternity.

Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

THE DOXOLOGY:

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Amen.

POSTLUDE

LBW #370

LBW# 565



THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN
Today 8/25 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
Proverbs 3:7-8 9:00 a.m. Adult Study
“Be not wise in your own eyes; 10:15 a.m. Worship — Confirmation Mtg.
fear the LORD, and turn away w/Parents & Students

from evil. It will be healing to
your flesh and refreshment to
your bones.”

after worship.

Mon 8/26 Office Closed

Tues 8/27 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Pastor’s Office Hours
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  Office Hours

- 0 7:00 p.m. Council Meeting
Deplembeéy Wed 8/28 22727 Office Hours
Is almost here. 1:30 p.m. Quilters
| pray the new month
gives peace of mind, Thurs 8/29 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  Office Hours
financial abundance, 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.  Pastor’s Office Hours
renewal,of health,
healing, love and much Fri 8/30 Office Closed
happiness into your
heart and home. May
God Richly BIesS_ Next Sun. Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
You and Your Famlly%w[ 9:00 a.m. Sunday School
9:00 a.m. Adult Study
Have a Blessed Week! 10:15 a.m. Worship — Communion

Welcome Visitors! We would like to extend a special welcome to all visitors. If you are
looking for a church home, we pray you would consider St. John’s.

We&m Prayer request cards are available in the pews and can be filled out and handed to an usher
to gnreﬁumﬁ during the first hymn for your request to be included in the day’s prayer. If you have a private
prayer request please fill out the appropriate side and give to the pastor.

Office hours will be posted in the weekly bulletins. If you would need immediate assistance outside of
office hours, text or call Meliss at 361-649-0413. If you'd like to receive your monthly church
newsletter via email, call or text the church office at 361-277-8653

OFFERING & ATTENDANCE

Sunday, August 18, 2024 General $2,535.00, MOM - Lutheran Bible Translators $650.00, Rosenberg
Warehouse $100.00, Sunday School $69.05, Building $140.00, Youth $20.00, Camal House $100.00
Total: $3,614.05

Attendance: Worship — 87, Sunday School - 8 Children, 5 Teacher, Adult Study — 8

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE A COPY OF THE CHURCH NEWSLETTER
BEFORE IT EVER GOES IN THE MAIL AND SAVE MONEY AS WELL?
If so, contact the church office at stjohnevlutheran@juno.com or by phone (361-277-8653) with your
NEWSLETTER email address and we will be happy to send you The Church Bell via your email. This will save the
church money spent on postage, paper, and copying. What a great stewardship idea!!!
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Mission of the Month for August (sators

Lutheran Bible Translators °
Over 3500 communities are waiting for the Word of God in the language they understand best.
Lutheran Bible Translators partners with local leaders to create translation programs for many
such communities who do not have access to God’s Word in their native language. Prayers and
financial gifts enable them to make the Word more accessible than ever.

N
AN
W

NALC WAREHOUSE & NALC WAREHOUSE-ROSENBERG

If you are giving a donation to one of these warehouses, please indicate which one. This designation must be
made in order for the funds to be sent to your donation, Minnesota or Texas. Rosenberg Warehouse checks
need to be written out to Peace Lutheran Church with Rosenberg Warehouse on the memo line.

For the month of August, the collection for the Rosenberg Disaster Warehouse is the
items for flood buckets and health Kits.

NALC Disaster Response

What’s in a Flood Bucket? What’s in a Heath Care Kit?
1 roll paper towels 1 bath towel
1 powder cleanser (like comet) 1 wash cloth
1 floor cleaner — small! (like Pine Sol, Fabuloso) 1 shampoo (2 if travel size)
1 bottle bleach — small! (1/2 gal. or smaller) 1 bar of soap (2 if travel size)
1 pair rubber gloves 1 toothbrush (individually sealed)
1 scrub brush 1 pack of floss
1 pair leather gloves 1 toothpaste (2 if travel size)
1 pair cotton gloves 1 comb
2 contractor trash bags (3 mil) 1 deodorant
2 rags 1 nail clippers
THANK YOoU!!!
= \Water Note Received from Water Mission

mission, Dear Pastor John, Cathie, and everyone at St. John Ev. Lutheran, I'm writing to say thank
you for your congregation’s latest gift and to invite you to join us for our upcoming
virtual event. A Water Mission partner gave a gift last year with expressed purpose of
producing a short film about the impact of safe water in a developing country when a disaster strikes.
[ hope y’all can join us. Thank you again and I hope you have a great week! Faithfully yours, Ken
Garber, Partnerships Manager of Water Mission

New Address
The NALC has a new mailing address for the NALC Continental Office, located in the heart of the
Dallas-Fort Worth area.
North American Lutheran Church
2113 Harwood Road, Suite 309
PMB 409
Bedford, TX 76021-4703




UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday School

o };Q Q Sunday School has begun its new year. Come join the fun and continue your school year

| | right by joining us every Sunday at 9 a.m. for Sunday School.
VUL S Come deepen your faith, connect with friends, and grow closer to God.
4 All youth are welcome—see you there!

We'd love to see all the children every Sunday at 9 a.m.!
“Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old
they will not turn from it.” ~Proverbs 22:6~

atchthe ,

4
welement.

il PARENTS OF CONFIRMATION STUDENTS
o . . - - . .
g Parents of this year’s confirmation students, there will be a meeting today with
(”/ ﬁ / Pastor John in the Sanctuary right after church services.
“ "/ Please make sure you and your confirmation student attend.
‘\\ ,w““" First Confirmation class is set for September 8th, 2024.

Seeking Donations for the Basement
Renovations of our church basement are nearing completion & the space is looking amazing! This newly transformed
space will serve as a safe & fun place for our youth to gather, learn, & grow in their faith.
We deeply appreciate the support & dedication of our congregation in making this dream a reality.
Your investment in our youth is an investment in the future.

To make this space truly welcoming and comfortable, we are seeking donations for furnishing it. If you are able, please
consider contributing any of the following items: Big Screen TV (55"+), Game tables (pool, foosball, etc.), game, couches,
armchairs, bean bag chairs, coffee bar setup, Keurig machine, fridge, rugs, bookshelves. Every donation, big or small
will help create an inviting & engaging environment for our youth. Thank you for your continued support & generosity! If
you have any items to donate or would like to contribute financially, please contact Rachel Nessel at (361) 571-9228.
Thank you! ~ Rachel Nessel

Out-Dated Portals of Prayer

If you should have any outdated Portals of Prayer that you would like to recycle, | am heading to
Victoria on Wednesday and will be dropping off what | have already accumulated at Victoria
Christian Assistance Ministry (VCAM). Please have them to the office by Tuesday, August 27, 2024.
Thank you! ~Meliss Eckhardt

Veterans/Active Duty
With Labor Day just around the corner and having just celebrated Memorial Day & Fourth of July, I
have begun to look at updating our list of Veterans and Active Duty Military members. I have placed
these forms on the table i the narthex of the church. If you know of someone that we have not listed in
previous year’s list, please fill one out and leave at the church office or give it to Pastor John or myself. If
you have an updated location or rank for anyone who 1s serving, please update that information on the
form and indicate that it’s an update. This 1s just a small way we can honor those who have served,
fought, died 1n action, still servicing, etc. Please help us to update this list to include all that we can.
Thank you! - Meliss Eckhardt




PRAYER REQUESTS

+ UPDATE + Special Prayers for Cole v
+ UPDATE + Special Prayers for Cole: Taken from Facebook Cowboy Tough Cole Strong: Hello everyone! Updating

some after the amazing fundraiser for the Cole Ohrt Walk Strong Foundation. It was another sold out event with the

building packed with wonderful supporters of this cause. As always, it was humbling to see that many people come out
and support something so special to mine and Cole’s hearts. | am so thankful to everyone who sponsored our event this
year and to all who donated prizes, money, or just their time to help make this night such a huge success. We appreciate
each and every one of you Also a big thank you to all who came that night- we hope to see you again next year! If you
truly want to see God’s love and generosity first hand you need to come to this event. For me it is the most humbling and
awesome experience I’ve ever been blessed to be a part of! Thank you and God Bless. + Please pray at 12:00 PM daily for
Cole + At his request, these are the prayers he has on his list: Healing- physical, emotional & spiritual To help family stay
strong Patience ~ Stay positive ~The drive to keep trying (perseverance)

Our Military and their families:

Russell Copeland - U.S. Army Reserves

Jonathon Albrecht - U.S. Army, Fort Hood

Chase Schroeder - U.S. Navy, Florida

Lee Magruder - U.S. Army, stationed overseas (location unknown)
Katrina Moritz - U.S. Air Force

Michael Petrash Il - 1 LT, United States Army

Andrew Washington, L CPL - USMC, Pensacola, FL

Koltyn Mayhall - USMC, North Carolina

Zach McBrayer — 1% LT, U.S. Air Force, Germany

For Those Serving in the Armed Forces

Shepherd and defender of our souls, we pray you would protect and bless those who serve in places of
conflict, and for the sake of others, must stand in harm’s way. Keep those who serve in armed forces around
the world safe in your keeping [especially ...]. Bring them home in safety to their loved ones. Grant healing,
courage, and peace of heart to those who return from deployment with wounds both visible and invisible.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. Amen.

PHONE PRAYER CHAIN (immediate or long term needs):

If you have a prayer request or wish to be on the prayer chain, please contact Mary Wagner (361)275-9500.
We ask that when placing a name on the prayer chain, you would please call back weekly with an update on the
person’s condition. In case of long term prayer needs, please give monthly updates. If we do not have an
update, in an effort to keep our list current and up to date, we will presume the situation has improved and
remove the request after 30 days. We thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

CHURCH PRAYER LIST:

Please remember these individuals in your prayers: Hunter Jacob, Cole Ohrt, Ryon Preslar, Evelyn Diebel,
Dorothy Fay Diebel, Fred “Sandy” Sanders, Ryler James Jacob, Billy Guenther, Pamela Allen, Glenn
Ruschhaupt, Dennis Harvey, Mike Rangnow, the Family of Bea Bagwell; also, remember to pray for our
members who have fallen away from St. John.

Nursing Home:

Cuero Nursing & Rehab. ~ Marjorie Ideus Q’%“?’®
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SOME WORDS FROM LUTHER

This life is full of endless offenses; this is seen primarily in
domestic relations. Therefore those who are married should be
prepared to condone and forget their mutual offenses, no matter
how great they may be, and should resume their customary
loving behavior in their association with each other.

- Martin Luther -
WA 43

Keep up with St. John online
St. John Meyersville
https://www.facebook.com/Stjohnmeyersville
Or visit our website at: stjohnmeyersville.org to view weekly bulletins and monthly newsletters.
For those on church premises wishing to worship in their vehicles, tune in to FM 101.5 at 10:15 a.m. Sunday mornings.
If you’d like to receive your monthly church newsletter via email, call or text the church office at 361-277-8653.
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