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THE PRELUDE: “His Eye is on the Sparrow” Charles H. Gabriel
ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING SENTENCES

P O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.

C

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
C make haste to help me, O Lord.
C

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation.

HYMN “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” LBW #104

In the cross of Christ I glory,
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.

When the woes of life o’er take me,
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me;
Lo, it glows with peace and joy.

When the sun of bliss is beaming
Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming
Adds more luster to the day.

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,
By the cross are sanctified;
Peace is there that knows no measure,
Joys that through all time abide.



Please stand

In the name of the Father and of the *¥ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Based on Philippians 2:1-11

P Lord Jesus, search our hearts and minds that we may receive Your Word, share in
Your Spirit, and be renewed in our relationships with You and with one another.

We observe a moment of silence for personal prayers of confession.

P With humble hearts, let us pray together:

C  Lord Jesus, the Father’s only Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords, hear us
as we pray.

P Even though You claimed us as Your own in the waters of Baptism, we often do not
walk in the newness of life.

C  Our rebellion against You in thought, word, and action is why You died for us —

P  to forgive our sins, to redeem our lives, and to cancel the debt we owe to God.

C  With hearts that are humble and lives ever grateful, help us to receive Your grace,
bow before You in worship, and confess that You alone are Lord, to the glory
of God the Father. Amen.

P Almighty God our heavenly Father shows His mercy to us in the sending of
His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who blesses us with new birth in the water and the
Spirit and assures us that our lives belong to Him. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

C Lord Jesus Christ, You are the light of the world, and no amount of darkness in our world
can overcome your presence shining in our lives. Renew our hearts and minds during this
Lenten season as we receive the promised treasures of Your Word. For you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated



FIRST READING 2 Kings 5:1-14

5 Na'aman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man with his
master and in high favor, because by him the Lord had given victory to Syria. He was a
mighty man of valor, but he was a leper. 2Now the Syrians on one of their raids had
carried off a little maid from the land of Israel, and she waited on Na'aman’s wife. 3She
said to her mistress, “Would that my lord were with the prophet who is in Samar'ia! He
would cure him of his leprosy.” 4So Na'aman went in and told his lord, “Thus and so
spoke the maiden from the land of Israel.” 5 And the king of Syria said, “Go now, and I
will send a letter to the king of Israel.”

So he went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten
festal garments. ¢ And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, “When this
letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you Na'aman my servant, that you may cure
him of his leprosy.” 7 And when the king of Israel read the letter, he rent his clothes and
said, “Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man sends word to me to cure a man
of his leprosy? Only consider, and see how he is seeking a quarrel with me.”

8 But when Eli'sha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, he
sent to the king, saying, “Why have you rent your clothes? Let him come now to me, that
he may know that there is a prophet in Israel.” So Na'aman came with his horses and
chariots, and halted at the door of Eli'sha’s house. 1° And Eli'sha sent a messenger to him,
saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and
you shall be clean.” " But Na'aman was angry, and went away, saying, “Behold, I
thought that he would surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of
the Lord his God, and wave his hand over the place, and cure the leper. 12 Are not Aba'na
and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash
in them, and be clean?” So he turned and went away in a rage. 13 But his servants came
near and said to him, “My father, if the prophet had commanded you to do some great
thing, would you not have done it? How much rather, then, when he says to you, “Wash,
and be clean’?” ¥So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan,
according to the word of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a
little child, and he was clean.

SECOND READING Acts 3:1-10

3 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth
hour. 2And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at that gate
of the temple which is called Beautiful to ask alms of those who entered the
temple. 3Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked for alms. *And Peter
directed his gaze at him, with John, and said, “Look at us.” >And he fixed his attention
upon them, expecting to receive something from them. ¢But Peter said, “I have no silver



and gold, but I give you what I have; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” And
he took him by the right hand and raised him up; and immediately his feet and ankles
were made strong. 8And leaping up he stood and walked and entered the temple with
them, walking and leaping and praising God. °And all the people saw him walking and
praising God, Yand recognized him as the one who sat for alms at the Beautiful Gate of
the temple; and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to
him.

GOSPEL VERSE (sung)
Return to the LORD, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.

Please stand

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 8:1-17
P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 8t chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord. (sung)

8 When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him; 2and behold, a leper

came to him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” 3 And he
stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately his leprosy
was cleansed. # And Jesus said to him, “See that you say nothing to any one; but go, show
yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to the people.”
5> As he entered Caper'na-um, a centurion came forward to him, beseeching him ¢and saying,
“Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, in terrible distress.” 7 And he said to him, “I will
come and heal him.” 8 But the centurion answered him, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come
under my roof; but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. ? For I am a man under
authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,” and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’
and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,” and he does it.” 1 When Jesus heard him, he marveled,
and said to those who followed him, “Truly, I say to you, not even in Israel have I found such
faith. 1 I tell you, many will come from east and west and sit at table with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 1> while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer
darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.” 13 And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go;
be it done for you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed at that very moment.
14 And when Jesus entered Peter’s house, he saw his mother-in-law lying sick with a fever; 5 he
touched her hand, and the fever left her, and she rose and served him. 1 That evening they
brought to him many who were possessed with demons; and he cast out the spirits with a word,
and healed all who were sick. 17 This was to fulfil what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah, “He
took our infirmities and bore our diseases.”



P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ. (sung)

MESSAGE

HYMN “There Is A Green Hill Far Away”

There is a green hill far away,
Outside a city wall,
Where the dear Lord was crucified,
Who died to save us all.

We may not know, we cannot tell,
What pains he had to bear,
But we believe it was for us
He hung and suffered there.

He died that we might be forgiv'n;
He died to make us good,
That we might go at last to heav’'n,
Saved by his precious blood.

Please stand

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and born of the Virgin Mary,

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father,

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Pastor John

LBW #114



SHARING OF THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.

P Let us share that peace.

OFFERING: “I Love Thee” Franklin Ritter

PRAYER

P

C

Gracious God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we thank You for blessing us with the
opportunity to meditate again on the cross of Christ and receive Your promised treasures.

Grant that the message of the Lamb of God slain for our salvation bring us the riches
of Your pardon and peace.

Lead us to see that our sins caused Jesus’ great agony in the garden, that our sins nailed
Him to the cross of Calvary,

that He was forsaken by His Father so that we might never be forsaken, and that He
died so that we may live.

Lord Jesus, grant that especially during this sacred season the treasured story of Your
wondrous love for us would draw us closer to You.

Enable us to see the blessings You have poured out into our lives through the washing
of water with the Word.

Holy Spirit, lift up troubled souls everywhere. Grant wholeness to those hurting in heart,
body, and mind. Work Your healing power in the lives of those in need, [especially . . .],
and in the lives of all we name before You in our hearts.

All glory, honor, and praise be to You, with the Father and the Son, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER

C Ithank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have
graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I
have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend

myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil
foe may have no power over me. Amen.

BENEDICTION

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the " Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and
preserve you.

C Amen.

HYMN “The Old Rugged Cross”
(Verses 1 & 4)

On a hill far away stood an Old Rugged Cross
The emblem of suffering and shame
And I love that old cross where the dearest and best
For a world of lost sinners was slain

So I'll cherish the Old Rugged Cross
Till my trophies at last I lay down
And I will cling to the Old Rugged Cross
And exchange it some day for a crown

To the Old Rugged Cross, I will ever be true
It's shame and reproach, gladly bear
Then He'll call me some day to my home far away
Where His glory forever I'll share

So I'll cherish the Old Rugged Cross
Till my trophies at last I lay down
And I will cling to the Old Rugged Cross
And exchange it some day for a crown

(The congregation leaves in silence)



